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Sands Township 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

February 5, 2013 
 

1. Call to Order at 6:30 p.m. by Chair Rick Nelson. 

2. Roll Call:  R. Nelson, R. Vietzke, J. Winkowski, D. Walch, P. Lajewski-Pearson (Alternate)   
Absent:  R. Titter 

a) Others in Attendance:  Randy Yelle, Carolyn Kerkela, William McCabe, Jill Schwenke, 
Brian Meravi, Deb Reed-Fowler, Mike Fowler 

3. Approval of Agenda:  Motion by J. Winkowski, Second by D. Walch to approve agenda as 
presented.  Ayes:  5  Nays:  0    Motion Carried. 

4. Approval of November 6, 2012 Minutes:  Motion by R. Nelson, Second by J. Winkowski to 
approve the minutes as presented.  Ayes:  5  Nays:  0.  Motion Carried. 

5. Public Comment:  None 

6. Close Public Comment 

7. Unfinished Business:  None 

8. New Business 

a) Public Hearing VAR2013-01.   

 Brian Meravi explained his request for a five foot variance from front setback 
requirements because of the geography of the land.  He clarified the size and 
placement of the proposed garage.   

 Mike Fowler and Deb Reed-Fowler, neighbors of Mr. Meravi, spoke in favor of 
the request.   

b) Close Public Hearing – R. Nelson closed public hearing at 6:43. 

 I, D. Walch, motion that after conducting the required public hearing, 
receiving input from staff, the requester, and the general public, and 
reviewing provided documentation, including the Michigan Zoning 
Enabling Act section addressing variances, and Sands Township Zoning 
Ordinance, we the Sands Township Zoning Board of Appeals do find that a 
practical difficulty does exist, in that there is limited area with reasonable 
access from Dahlstrom Road, and a large hill and adult timber to the west.  
Therefore, the Sands Township Zoning Board of Appeals hereby grants the 
requested variance of five (5) feet from the Sands Township Zoning 
Ordinance required twenty five (25) foot front yard setback.  Motion 
supported by J. Winkowski.  Roll Call Vote – Vietzke (Yes), Walch (Yes), 
Winkowski (Yes), Lajewski-Pearson (Yes), and Nelson (Yes).  Motion carried. 
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c) Public Hearing VAR2013-02 

 R. Yelle explained the variance request and the history of zoning on the parcel 
that led to the current nonconforming status.  Discussion followed. 

 William McCabe, property owner, and Jill Schwenke, potential buyer of property, 
explained the intentions of the property both in the past and for the future, 
including the request for twelve horses. 

 No input from the public was given, either for or against the request. 

d) Close Public Hearing – R. Nelson closed public hearing at 7:13. 

 Board discussion followed, including discussion on adequate pasture acres per 
large animal and what the property is suitable for. 

 After conducting the required public hearing, receiving input from staff, the 
requester, and the general public, and reviewing the included 
documentation, including Article VIII of the Sands Township Zoning 
Ordinance and Section 105 of the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 
110 of 2006, and realizing that this was a legal use when granted in 1998, 
and taking into consideration the property became nonconforming with the 
revised Zoning Ordinance in 2012 requiring 2.5 pasture acres per large 
animal (therefore, this property with ten pasture acres would allow for four 
horses) and knowing that the barn is constructed to house up to eighteen 
(18) horses and the requester is requesting a variance to house up to 
twelve (12) horses (reducing the required acreage by 1.666 acres per large 
animal) and whereas this Board has, prior to February 15, 2006, previously 
granted use variances, I Jackie Winkowski, motion that the Sands 
Township Zoning Board of Appeals hereby grant a variance of 1.666 
pasture acres from the Zoning Ordinance requirement of 2.5 pasture acres 
per large animal, therefor allowing the requester to house up to 12 horses 
on the existing ten pasture acres.  I, Darlene Walch, support the motion.  
Roll Call Vote – Vietzke (Yes), Winkowski (Yes), Walch (Yes), Lajewski-Pearson 
(Yes), Nelson (Yes).  Motion carried. 

9. Public Comment:  William McCabe stated he will miss Sands Township. 

10. Close Public Comment 

11. Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 7:40 by Chair R. Nelson 


