
 

SANDS TOWNSHIP REGULAR MEETING 

SANDS TOWNSHIP OFFICE COMPLEX 

March 11, 2014 
 

A.  CALL TO ORDER – 7:00 PM by Supervisor B. Yelle 

B.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

 

C.  ROLL CALL:  Ben Yelle, Lee Yelle, Cheryl Schram, Darlene Walch, Joe Wixtrom.  Absent:  None 

Employees in Attendance:  Rickey Wilson, Carolyn Kerkela, Bill Kapeller, Randy Yelle, Jim Noe, Jane 

Noe, Russell Card, Tom Redlon. 

PUBLIC IN ATTENDANCE: Roni Yelle, Bob Kallio, Justin Yelle, Dani DeShambo, Jim Delmont, Kerry 

Sorensen. 

D.  AGENDA:  L. Yelle motioned, D. Walch supported, to accept agenda with the addition of 5c – MTA 

Information.  Ayes: 5   Nays: 0    Motion carried. 

 

E. PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 

 

F. OPEN PUBLIC HEARING:  B. Yelle declared the Public Hearing for the proposed Fiscal Year 2014-

2015 budget open at 7:03 PM.  L. Yelle reported the need to amend the proposed budget due to less State 

Shared Revenue than anticipated.  After discussion it was proposed to take $5,000 each from Ambulance 

expenses, Aquifer expenses, and Cemetery expenses, to take $10,000 from Building & Grounds, and to take 

$14,855 from Contingency to offset the lower income.  B. Yelle presented the General Appropriations Act / 

(Budget) as follows:  Anticipated General Operating revenue and expenses set at $451,073.00 and, 

anticipated revenues and expenses for: Ambulance Fund - $32,217.00, Fire Fund - $64,471.00, Parks / 

Recreation Fund-$34,798.00, Sanitation Fund - $70,600.00, Library Fund - $60,864.00, and Road Fund-

$128,978.00. 

 

G. PUBLIC COMMENT- No comments from the public 

 

H. CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING:  B. Yelle declared Public Hearing closed at 7:24. 

 

I. CONSENT AGENDA: 

1.  TREASURER’S REPORT – General Fund $395,608.28  Trust & Agency  $0.00   

Fire Fund $81,631.53   Ambulance Fund  $104,409.94   Parks/Rec $124,763.10   Sanitation  $80,485.60  

Taxes $1,051.56   Road Repair Fund  $247,018.37   

C.D TOTALS:  Ambulance $205,014.96  Roads $345,065.97  Fire Dept  $167,110.50   

General Fund $748,400.09 

Money Markets:  Fire $44,403.15  Cemetery Perpetual Care $2,516.50 Road Repair Fund  $125,475.72 
 

2.  APPROVE MINUTES:  D. Walch motioned, C. Schram supported, to approve minutes of the 2/11/14 

regular meeting as presented.  Ayes: 5    Nays: 0     Motion carried.          

 

3.  BUDGET REPORT: L. Yelle explained that the Income from General Interest & Rentals being over 

budget, while Miscellaneous Income was below budget, was due to a change in reporting requirements with 

gym rentals, after the budget had already been set for 2013-2014.  

 

4.  APPROVE ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  L. Yelle motioned, B. Yelle supported, to approve accounts 

payable as presented; General Fund checks # 29559 - # 29630, including the electronic payment to Range 

Bank, totaling $29,550.60 and Tax Collections checks #2841 - #2856 totaling $426,992.93.       Ayes: 5   

Nays:  0   Motion carried. 
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J.  COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

 

1. FIRE DEPARTMENT  
a. Chief Rickey Wilson read report.   

b. B. Yelle motioned, C. Schram supported, to approve the Fit Testing.  Ayes:  5    Nays:  0   

Motion carried. 

c. No bids were received for the 2001 Chevy brush truck. 
 

2. AMBULANCE:   

a. R. Wilson gave report. 

 

3. SUPERVISOR’S REPORT-  
a. B. Yelle motioned, D. Walch supported, to have Lee draft a letter to the Fair Board as 

requested by the Board of Review asking them to keep the Township informed of their 501c3 

status from the IRS.  Ayes:  5    Nays:  0    Motion carried. 

b. B. Yelle gave an update on the Blueberry Ridge warming hut and all is moving forward. 

 

4. CLERK’S REPORT-  

a. C. Schram motioned, D. Walch supported, to accept the proposed wages and salaries for fiscal 

year 2014-15 with a 1.5% raise as presented, and changes to cemetery charges as discussed.  

Ayes:  5    Nays:  0    Motion carried. 

b. C. Schram motioned, B. Yelle supported, to pay the MCCA membership dues of $20.  Ayes:  5    

Nays:  0    Motion carried. 

c. L. Yelle reported that the MCTA annual banquet is May 3 and anyone interested in attending 

should let the office know. 

d. L. Yelle reported that MTA online learning portals are 50% off,  if any Board member is 

interested in some online training.   

 

5. LANDFILL-R. Yelle gave report. 

 

6. ZONING –R. Yelle gave report. 

a. L. Yelle motioned, D. Walch supported, to approve the amendments to the Private Road 

Ordinance as presented.  Roll call vote was unanimous. 

b. B. Yelle motioned, J. Wixtrom supported, to approve rezoning request ZM13-02 as 

recommended by the Planning Commission.  Roll call vote was unanimous. 

c. L. Yelle motioned, B. Yelle supported, to deny Zoning Ordinance amendment 14-01-03.  

Ayes:  4    Nays:  1    Motion carried. 

d. B. Yelle motioned, D. Walch supported, to send Zoning Ordinance amendment 14-01-03 back 

to the Planning Commission for clarification and to maybe put additional stipulations on the 

commercial storage of flammable liquids.  Ayes:  5    Nays:  0    Motion carried.  

 

7.  LIBRARY- C. Schram gave report. 

 

8.  GROUNDWATER AND WELL TESTING- Jim Noe gave an update on the County Water 

Committee. 

a. D. Walch motioned, B. Yelle supported, to have Jim Noe continue to do well testing in May 

and November until the Board decides to no longer have testing done.  Ayes:  5    Nays:  0    

Motion carried. 

 

9.  COMMISSION ON AGING – No Report.  
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10. PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE- No Report 

 

11. PERSONNEL COMMITTEE –  

a. B. Yelle motioned, C. Schram supported, to accept Ron Tervo as the Strawberry Lake 

caretaker and to have him do the mowing at the Cemetery through the 2014 season.  Ayes:  5    

Nays:  0    Motion carried. 

 

12. CEMETERY – Tom Redlon gave report 
 

K.  OLD BUSINESS –  

a. B. Yelle gave an update on the Reyes Holdings issue; this is now finalized and can be removed 

from agenda. 

 

L. NEW BUSINESS – 
L. Yelle motioned, D. Walch supported, to accept the General Appropriations Act / Budget as amended 

in the Budget Hearing; which sets 2014-2015 General Fund estimated revenues at $451,073.00 and other 

voter-authorized estimated revenues at $391,930.00, totaling an estimated $843,003.00 in revenues; 

equating to #101-General Fund at $451,073.00 #210-Ambulance Fund at $32,217.00, #203-Road Fund at 

$128,978.00, #206-Fire Fund at $64,471.00, #208-Park & Rec. Fund at $34,798.00, #226-Sanitation 

Fund at $70,600.00, #271-Library Fund at $60,864.00 which will be collected from estimated mills of 

7.5199 as set forth by the Tax Allocation Board; this includes an estimated allocated millage of 1.2039 

mills; and additional voter-authorized millages of 6.3160.  Roll call vote:  Yes votes: D. Walch, C. 

Schram, B. Yelle, J. Wixtrom, L. Yelle.  No votes: None 

 

M.  OTHER/ CORRESPONDENCE: None 

 

N.  PUBLIC COMMENT:  

Jim Noe asked what happened with the Attorney when he went beyond what he had been authorized by 

the Board to do regarding the Reyes Holdings issue.  An apology was received from the attorney, which 

was read. 

 

Bob Kallio said from his 29 years of experience on the Fire Department, he feels propane storage as 

proposed along M-553 is a bad idea.  He is also concerned how it could affect homeowners insurance.  

 

O.  ADJOURNMENT:  B. Yelle adjourned meeting at 8:30 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lee Yelle, Clerk      Benjamin Yelle, Supervisor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


